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Our First Secretary 


The Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony was formed at a prayer 
meeting in West London on Ist November, 1918 and at that 
meeting, Mr George Hazelton Fromow was elected to be the 
secretary. He faithfully and zealously performed that duty for the 
Lord for over 55 years; but, ‘time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
bears all its sons away,’ and our Testimony lost its first secretary 
when he was called to be with the Lord on 17th April, 1974. That 
was 50 years ago. In the Centenary issue of “Watching and 
Waiting,’ we inadvertently gave the wrong year of his birth but he 
was born on 21st November, 1888, so that he was 29 years of age 
when he accepted the responsibilities of being the SGAT secretary, 
and he was 85 years of age when he passed into the presence of the Saviour. 

Those of us who knew him are thankful to the Lord for His faithful testimony and 
example, but sadly, such men ‘fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day.’ He 
maintained a testimony to doctrinal and prophetical truth and stood consistently for the 
position described in the SGAT manifesto. His minister at North Road Chapel, 
Brentford, Pastor Robert Mutimer, told him he need never be ashamed of that manifesto 
— and he certainly was not. He rejoiced in the doctrine of free and sovereign grace 
knowing that there was nothing in him that merited acceptance with God; and he loved 
the blessed hope of the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in power and great glory, 
which will be a post-tribulation and pre-millennial coming. He clearly saw that these 
two aspects of truth (sovereign grace doctrine and historic pre-millennialism) 
completely harmonised. 

During the 55 years he served as secretary, the witness spread to various parts of the 
world and believers residing in many nations have been able to praise God that they 
were brought, through the Testimony, to see that the prophetic parts of God’s Holy Word 
are to be understood and believed in the same way as the historical records and doctrinal 
statements — also that these subjects of revealed truth (doctrine, history, prophecy) are 
equally important, and essential for growth in grace. It would be true to say, however, 
that many have opposed the Testimony and have refused to accept the plain statements 
of Scripture. Mr Fromow, doubtless, had many disappointments as well as many 
encouragements as he laboured tirelessly for so long in the work 
of God. 

In the ‘Pilgrim’s Progress,’ John Bunyan writes of one, Mr 
Greatheart, who was sent to help the pilgrims with their journey 
to the Celestial City. Mr Fromow was truly such an one. 

On this 50th anniversary, we would be thankful to the Lord for 
raising up such a man, and so faithful a Testimony. 


SAT 
(The photographs are of Mr Fromow — one as a young man, 
about the time he became secretary, and the other of him in later 
years) 
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The Open Fountain 
and the Smitten Shepherd 


By Richard Monteith 


(This is the substance of a sermon preached at the monthly meeting of the Sovereign 
Grace Advent Testimony on 27th October, 2023. The message can be downloaded from 
the SGAT website). 


Turn to Zechariah 13 and our subject is ‘the open fountain and the smitten Shepherd.’ 
This breaks the chapter into two sections. We read verses 1 and 7, where we find the 
very words that are in our title. Verse 1, In that day there shall be a fountain opened 
to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for 
uncleanness.’ Then verse 7, ‘Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the 
man that is My fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the Shepherd, and the sheep 
shall be scattered: and I will turn Mine hand upon the little ones.’ 

We begin our study in this chapter by pointing out that there is a very special day in 
view for us to consider. 

Note the first words of the chapter, ‘And in that day.’ Right away this day is forcefully 
thrust upon our attention. The phrase, ‘In that day’ appears three times in this short 
chapter (for it is a short chapter). 

We find these words used here in verse 1. Then in verse 2, ‘And it shall come to pass 
in that day;’ and then in verse 4, ‘And it shall come to pass in that day.’ 

That is three times in the nine verses, ‘THE DAY’ is clearly singled out for our 
consideration. 

Added to this, the phrase is repeatedly used in the forgoing chapter (chapter 12); and 
then, in the following chapter (chapter 14), it is found numerous times. 

Well then, what day is in view? That is not difficult to establish because it is ‘The Day 
of the LORD’ — the day of days for Israel. It is the day of the glorious revealing of her 
Messiah, the day of Israel’s Messiah being manifest in all His glory and power. That is 
the day that is in view, the day when she contritely weeps over her sin of rejecting her 
Messiah; the day she is most wonderfully converted. That is the day that is in view here 
in this place. 

It is the day spoken of in Isaiah 66:8. ‘Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen 
such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be 
born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.’ That is 
the day that is in view here in our passage. 

Therefore, as I have already stated, this is the day of days for God’s ancient people, a 
day the like thereof has never been seen. Then will the glory of Christ and His 
redeemed be revealed in all its magnificence to this world. As our studies over this year 
have shown, Zechariah has much to teach us about ‘this day,’ as indeed do all the 
prophets. 
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This day was prefigured in the history of the life of Joseph. You remember that day 
when Joseph was revealed to his brothers after his time of rejection. That was a 
tremendous day in the household of Jacob, the day that Joseph was made known to his 
brethren. That was a picture of the scene of which we are thinking here in our passage. 


THE OPENED FOUNTAIN. 
[1] In the first place, our attention, on this DAY, 
is drawn to the fountain that is opened. 

In verse 1 we read, ‘In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of 
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.’ 

The preceding chapters have closed with the people weeping over their great sin of 
national pride and rejection of Christ. It is to be noted that it is a genuine, a real 
mourning. a whole hearted lamentation. That is what we are presented with in the 
closing part of Zechariah 12 — all the people weeping, family by family. 

Look at verse 11 of the chapter, ‘In that day there shall be a great mourning in 
Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.’ 

That is how the Holy Spirit describes it — ‘a great mourning.’ 

Then in verse 14 we are told, ‘All the families that remain, every family apart, and 
their wives apart.’ All the families that remain. This is a genuine, not a superficial 
mourning. It is a whole-hearted mourning. 

Man would never had known tears were it not for his sin. Sin, it has to be said, has 
been the root cause of all man’s sorrows down through the ages. Out of all that great 
catalogue of sin and evil and wrong-doing that can be rightly and justifiably laid at the 
doorstep of mankind, was there ever a greater, a deeper, a more depraved and 
unjustifiable sin than the sin that is being wept over here, in what is presented to us at 
the end of Zechariah 12? The Father sends His own beloved Son, and John, the 
evangelist, tells us. ‘He came unto His own, and His own received Him not’ 
(John 1:11). 

Peter’s words, when he preached as recorded in Acts 3:13-15, point out so very 
forcefully, and declare to us the extent of this crime. He said, ‘The God of Abraham, 
and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus; 
whom ye delivered up, and denied Him in the presence of Pilate, when he was 
determined to let Him go. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a 
murderer to be granted unto you; and killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised 
from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.’ That is said in clear, unmistakable language. 

The crime of which the Jews were guilty was that they rejected Christ. That is the 
iniquity for which we find them weeping in the day that is spoken of in this place. 

Please do not overlook this truth. This sin is one for which they must repent. 
Thousands of years will have passed but it is a sin that still must be repented of. What 
a wonderful truth is here being impressed upon us now in the opening of our chapter. 
Where sin abounded, the most grievous of sins, grace, wonderful grace, sovereign 
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grace, matchless grace and immeasurable grace is much more abundant. A fountain is 
opened. What for? To meet the very need of these penitent sinners. A fountain for 
what? For sin and for uncleanness — ‘in that day there shall be a fountain opened to 
the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.’ 

The apostle John writes in 1 John 5:6, ‘This is He that came by water and blood, even 
Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood’ — from the precious wounded 
side of Christ. As He hung upon the cross, there flowed forth water and blood. It was 
for individuals repenting of their sin that fountain has been opened over and over and 
over again down through the ages. Yet, here in this prophecy, it is opened in a fullness 
and to an extent before unknown. How it was opened on the day of Pentecost when 
thousands were converted; but that was only a foretaste of what is yet to be. 

A whole nation will be cleansed and made pure in a day. This opening verse of our 
chapter tells us so very plainly what nation it is. ‘In that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for 
uncleanness.’ What a tremendous presentation is set here before us! This sin of the 
people of Israel will be dealt with on that day in the only way sin can ever be dealt with 
— by the cleansing blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

[2] Then again, the day is further marked in this opening part 
of our chapter by a severing and a removing of every vestige of false religion. 

It is marked by the opening of this fountain on this day dealing with the sin issue; but 
let us go further and turn to verse 2. It says. ‘And it shall come to pass in that day, 
saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, and 
they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the 
unclean spirit to pass out of the land.’ Do you see what we are told here? As you turn 
to these words, I ask you to notice who it is that is said to do this thing — the One taking 
away the idols, expelling the false prophets. The Lord is the speaker here. ‘And it shall 
come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the 
idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause 
the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land.’ The One taking away the 
idols and expelling the false prophets is none other than the Lord Himself. 

It is sad to see many professing Christians considering this strange, even thinking it 
far-fetched, and they are unprepared and unwilling to believe that such a thing is 
possible. There are far too many today who have drunk so long of the wine of 
ecumenism and modernism and by that teaching have been so influenced by the leaven 
of falsehood, that they have arrived at the place where the Christ that they follow, they 
imagine, can sit down contentedly alongside the false gods and idols. 

So long have they drunk of this poison that the TRUE Christ of the Bible is no longer 
recognised. They have buried the Christ of the Scriptures from view. The Christ of 
which we read in this passage, the One who is coming in glory and power, is a stranger 
to them. 

He is the Christ who repudiates the idol. 
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The Christ that severs and separates Himself and His people from the abomination of 
false religion is now an unknown Christ to them. 

Let this be grasped by all. Christ is not in the business of building a one-world church 
that will embrace and encompass and unite all the religions of the world. The Christ of 
whom we read in the Scriptures never has, never will have, and never can have, 
anything to do with such a scheme. He repudiates and rejects such a programme. That 
is the reality. 

At His first coming, He clearly denounced false religion and all who peddled it. Just 
take one example, Matthew 23. No less than seven times in that chapter, He declares 
‘woes to the scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites;’ and He names them. He does not 
speak in generalities, he names them, scribes and Pharisees. Everybody knew of whom 
He was speaking; and seven times He pronounced woe upon their heads, in verses 13, 
14, 15, 23, 25, 27 and 29. Can clearer words be spoken than these? Their path, Christ 
says, is wrong, leading to ruin, leading to destruction. There is no advantage in 
following it. All who follow it will bring ruin upon themselves. 

No surprise then, when we come to read in our chapter, of His actions when He comes 
again, because remember what we are told in Acts 1:11, it will be ‘this same Jesus’ 
coming back, bringing with Him the same attitude towards that which is false, towards 
idolatry. In this day there will be a removing of all false religion. 

[3] Notice too that nothing will supersede loyalty to Christ 
in the hearts of His own on that Day 

Look at verse 3, ‘And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, then 
his father and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for 
thou speakest lies in the name of the LORD: and his father and his mother that begat 
him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth.’ We are told here that on this great 
and notable day that is to come, this day of days for Israel, this day when she embraces 
her Messiah, this day when she weeps and repents over her rejection of Christ, this day 
when she comes to partake of the cleansing healing fountain that has been opened for 
unrighteousness, there will be a love superseding family love. 

We are told in plain straight-forward language, that if one arises in the family circle 
who speaks falsely in the Lord’s name, a son nonetheless, the hand of the parent, the 
father and the mother, will be first upon him to condemn him to the sentence that heaven 
has already proscribed. In this act there is a going against all that is natural. Parents 
save their children from censure and that is right and good in the vast majority of cases. 
However, here there is a love superseding family love — it is love for the Lord. It has a 
greater tie than flesh and blood. The Jew, the Israelite, the inhabitant of the City of 
Jerusalem on this day will love Christ above and beyond everything else. The rejected 
stone that the builders had refused will become the chief cornerstone. He will have 
taken His rightful place and nothing will supersede love for Christ. That is the day in 
view here. 

What is more, this is not an introduction of something new. No, the Lord has ever 
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sought and required this down through the ages. Here it is being demonstrated clearly 
before all the world. Both the Old and New Testaments speak clearly on this very 
subject. If you turn back to Deuteronomy 13:6-10, {f thy brother, the son of thy 
mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is 
as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which 
thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers; namely, the gods of the people which are 
round about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth 
even unto the other end of the earth; thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken 
unto him; neither shall thy eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou 
conceal him: but thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put 
him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. And thou shalt stone him 
with stones, that he die; because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the LORD 
thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.’ 
This was not something new this was but the manifestation of what God had already 
required of His people. 

In the New Testament, we read those familiar words of Matthew 10:37, ‘He that loveth 
father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.’ Nothing on this day will supersede the 
love the people will have for the Saviour. 

[4] In this great and notable Day, 
all pretension, especially in the spiritual realm, will be over. 

We read this in verses 4-6 of this chapter. All pretension, especially in the spiritual 
realm will have gone. There will be no more the wearing of the rough garment to 
deceive. Deception will have no place amongst God’s people on this great day. Of 
course, this is by no means a surprise because the great deceiver himself, the devil, will 
be removed out of the way. Not only this, but He who is declared to be the truth, He 
who said, T am the way, the truth, and the life,’ will then sit upon the throne. The 
result being the deceiver will have no comfortable residence among God’s people on 
that day. No lying can abide the presence of the truth. 

How very different things are presently in this world. Today the lie rides roughshod 
over the truth in every sphere of life, but especially in the field of religion; but those 
false prophets and false teachers who bring a message from their own heart and not 
from the Lord will have no business in the Kingdom of Christ when He comes again in 
glory and power. They will be out of business. They will fear to speak. They will be 
put to silence; and those who worship God in that day, will worship Him as He desires 
to be worshipped. They will worship Him in spirit and in truth. 


THE SMITTEN SHEPHERD 
We now turn our attention to the concluding part of the chapter, verses 7-9, where we 
think of the smitten Saviour or the smitten Shepherd. You will note initially that our 
attention is now turned to look back. We have been looking forward — to the day of 
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Christ, Israel’s day of days, which we have called the day of Christ’s revealing; but now 
we are caused to look back to the cross, to the smitten Shepherd. These words of verse 
7, are quoted in Matthew 26:31, so we can see clearly and plainly that this prophecy is 
referring to Christ and His crucifixion. ‘Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be 
offended because of Me this night: for it is written, I will smite the Shepherd, and the 
sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.’ So there can be no doubt that these words 
refer to the crucifixion of Christ and the events thereafter. 

We may ask, why is there this intertwining of the first and the second comings of 
Christ in this one chapter? Is the answer not that the Lord wants both the first and 
second comings to be treated equally? They are of equal importance. They stand as a 
whole. They stand together. You cannot have one without the other. 

We could say, just as you cannot have the Old Testament without the New Testament 
or the New Testament without the Old Testament, so you cannot have the first coming 
of Christ without the second. Grievous mistakes have been made with regard to this 
matter. The Jews erred grievously by overlooking the first coming of the Saviour, His 
humiliation, His dying on the cross. They wanted to get to the glory and they made a 
foolish mistake. Sadly, now, the church today seems to want to overlook the second 
coming, and focus only on His first coming. 

However, God would have us focus upon both equally. How closely related they are 
the one to the other! The prophecies of Scripture bring that out very clearly. The 
prophecies of Christ’s first coming were all literally fulfilled exactly as He said. So 
will, therefore, all He says regarding His second coming. We are not to separate them. 
Rather, the Holy Ghost intertwines them together. You cannot sever the one from the 
other without destroying both. 

There are six things to notice in these last three verses, all beginning with the letter ‘s’. 
I hope that will help your memory. 

[1] Of course, we have first of all, the SMITTEN SHEPHERD, 

The reader of The New Testament will have no difficulty identifying the One spoken 
of here. How clearly He is in view in the titles that the prophet here gives to Him. 

In verse 7. he says ‘Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the Man that 
is My fellow.’ He is Jehovah’s Shepherd. David calls him his shepherd, ‘The LORD 
is my shepherd,’ he said in Psalm 23. Christ gave Himself this title, T am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.’ 

Then, He is called the Man. ‘Awake, O sword against My Shepherd and against the 
man.’ Further, He is called ‘My fellow.’ Whose fellow? The fellow of Jehovah. So, 
here we have declared clearly that great mystery wherein God the Son took into union 
with Himself human nature, without sin. Thus we have the Shepherd that is smitten 
clearly identified. 

We must grasp that the smitten Shepherd is the King coming in glory and power. The 
Jews, as we have previously intimated, erred by by-passing the first coming and looking 
for the glory. But I have to warn, too many Christians make a similar mistake focusing 
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only on the first and neglecting the second. 
[2] Then we have the SCATTERED FLOCK. 

This, we also know, took place just as it is set forth here. The smiting of the Shepherd 
was real. It truly took place in all its severity. Likewise, the scattering of the flock took 
place exactly. So, seeing that these things have been fulfilled as foretold, are we not 
then to expect the same with respect to all of the other details set before us here in our 
passage? We must understand the Lord will see to it that His word is fulfilled just as 
He has spoken it. The smiting was real. The scattering was real. 

[3] We have the SOVEREIGN SELECTION, 

In the verses 8-9. ‘And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, 
two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I 
will bring the third part through the fire.’ That is sovereign selection. A third of Israel 
are chosen of God to be preserved. What we have in this place is nothing less than the 
discriminating judgment of Almighty God, sovereign selection out of God’s good 
pleasure. He sets a third part for Himself. 

You remember Paul quoting the words of Malachi in Romans 9:13, he records there 
this sovereign selection in these words, ‘As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau 
have I hated.’ How men hate this doctrine, but here it is, sovereign selection — a third 
will be saved; two-thirds will die. 

[4] We have a SMELTING POT. 

Verse 9, ‘And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as 
silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried.’ What Israel has endured in the past 
is only a little of what is to come. ‘Never again’ it was said after Hitler and the Nazis 
brought six million Jews to their death, but it is happening, and there is worse to come. 
Our passage warns of this. We read of it again in Jeremiah 30:7, ‘Alas! for that day is 
great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be 
saved out of it.’ Zechariah tells us that a third will be saved out of it. Here is a 
persecution that is to come that far surpasses everything that has been done before. ‘It 
is even the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it.’ There is the 
smelting pot to be considered. 

[5] Please note there is a SINGULAR SUPPLICATION offered in this place. 
In verse 9 we read, ‘They shall call on My name, and I will hear them.’ It is not to 
Mr Biden they will look for help. It is not to the Abraham Accords or to Saudi Arabia 
that they will be looking for agreement and for salvation. They will be brought to an 
end of every other help and will be looking to the Lord and calling on His name. God 
says He will listen, He will hear them. 

Is Mr Biden listening to them tonight? That is extremely doubtful. He only listens as 
long as it suits himself; but they shall call on the name of the Lord, and God Himself 
has put it here and He will fulfil these words, ‘I will hear them.’ 

When they are brought to an end of themselves, an end of their own ability, of their 
own strength, they will look to the Lord and He will hear them. 
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[5] Then there is a SOLOMN DECLARATION. 

The chapter concludes with this. ‘I will say, it is My people: and they shall say, the 
LORD is my God.’ The Lord, first publicly owning Israel and they in turn owning their 
Lord again. What a blessed day this will be and what a blessed prospect! Many 
thoughts in this chapter we have passed over very quickly, but I trust I have wetted your 
appetite so that you will return to this chapter, because truly it has much to set before 
us and there is so much comforting truth for our souls in these days. 


The Structure of the Second Part 
of the Book of Isaiah 


By David Baron 


(This is one of the appendices taken from Mr Baron’s book, ‘The Ancient Scriptures 
and the Modern Jew’). 


‘The Book of Consolations,’ as the Rabbis call the second half of Isaiah, consists for 
the most part of the general announcement of a glorious future of salvation and peace, 
but often the salvation which the prophet foretells, is defined and specified. The 
message embraces a twofold promise. 

First, the certain restoration from the Babylonish captivity, which is portrayed in terms 
which far exceed what actually took place at that restoration, and which will only be 
exhausted and fulfilled in the greater restoration of Israel ‘from all the four corners of 
the earth.’ The very instrument who should be the means of the minor restoration 
(Cyrus) is foretold, and called by name more than 150 years before he was born. 

But the theme with which the prophet’s soul is full and to which his thoughts ever 
recur, even while he deals with the minor deliverance, is the grand redemption and 
salvation to be accomplished by One greater than Cyrus, even by Messiah — a salvation 
of which Israel is the centre, and all the ends of the earth the circumference. 

In dealing with this greater salvation the relation of time is not observed. ‘Now, the 
prophet beholds the author of it in His humiliation and suffering, then the most distant 
future of Messiah’s kingdom presents itself to his enraptured eye — the time when Israel 
shall walk in the light of Jehovah and all the Gentile world shall be converted to Him; 
when all that is opposed to God shall be destroyed; when inward and outward peace 
shall prevail and all evil caused by sin shall be removed.’ Elevated above time and 
space, his own soul full of rapturous enthusiasm for the Redeemer-King, Isaiah in these 
twenty-seven chapters surveys the whole development of the Messianic kingdom from 
its small beginning to its glorious end, and gives us the fullest portrayal of Messiah’s 
person and mission, humiliation and exaltation to be found in the Old Testament. 

On examining this glorious prophecy closely we find that the twenty-seven chapters 
range themselves into three equal smaller cycles of nine chapters each, all ending with 
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nearly the same solemn refrain, ‘there is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.’ The 
subject is the development and certain overthrow of the evil and the wicked, who are 
excluded from all the blessings of Messiah’s kingdom; and the sufferings but final glory 
of the righteous remnant who are the subjects of that kingdom, whose King is described 
as passing through the same path of suffering to the glory that should follow. The 
subject treated throughout the three sections becomes developed and intensified as we 
go along until it reaches its climax in the last chapter. The first section is brought to a 
close at the end of chapter 48, where the blessedness of the righteous who are 
‘redeemed’ (verse 20) and peacefully led and satisfied even in the desert, is contrasted 
with the state of the wicked to whom ‘there is no peace.’ 

In the second division the same subject becomes intensified, there is development of 
both evil and good, righteousness and wickedness, and it ends with chapter 57, where 
“Peace! peace!’ is announced to the righteous, but the wicked have not only ‘no peace,’ 
but having grown in wickedness, have become like the troubled sea when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 

In the last division the destiny of both is brought to a climax and become fixed for 
ever. “Therefore thus saith Jehovah God, Behold, My servants shall eat, but ye shall be 
hungry; behold, My servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty; behold, My servants 
shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed; behold, My servants shall sing for joy of heart, 
but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit. And ye shall 
leave your name for a curse unto My chosen; for the Lord GOD shall slay thee, and call 
His servants by another name.’ This contrast is continued until finally we find the 
righteous dwelling for ever in the new heavens and the new earth wherein shall dwell 
righteousness, while as to the wicked who have transgressed against God, ‘their worm 
shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched, and they shall be an abhorring to all 
flesh.’ 

The heart and Messianic climax of the whole prophecy is to be found in its inmost 
centre, which, instead of a prophecy uttered centuries in advance, reads like an historic 
summary of the Gospel narrative of the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should 
follow. Taking our position at this central point we are almost overwhelmed with the 
evidence of design in the very structure of this prophecy, for on closer examination we 
find that each book is subdivided into three sections of three chapters each, nearly 
corresponding to the divisions in the Authorised Version. Thus the middle book is 49- 
57. The middle section of the middle book is chapters 52, 53, 54, and chapter 53 is the 
middle chapter of the middle section of the middle book — forming, as it were, the heart 
and centre of this wonderful Messianic poem, as well as the heart and centre of all Old 
Testament prophecy. The central verse of this central paragraph, which begins properly 
with chapter 52:13, is: ‘He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement with the view to our peace was upon Him; and with His 
stripes we are healed.’ The doctrine it enshrines (substitution) is the essence of the 
teaching in Old and New Testaments, as well as the central truth of the prophecy. It is 
moreover, the essence of the message of comfort with which the prophet begins (40:1- 
2), solving the problem as to how ‘her iniquity is pardoned.’ 


o: 


J19 


—WeW_APYr-JuNe_44:—- 44/1/24 12:23 Pagens 


256 WATCHING AND WAITING 


The Continuance of the Roman Empire 


(This article is taken from the book entitled, ‘Europe and the East by Benjamin Wills 
Newton — 2nd edition, 1878). 


Few things in the history of the world are more remarkable than the manner in which, 
under the providence of God, the name and form of Imperial Roman authority has been 
preserved and transmitted from age to age throughout all the convulsions of the Roman 
Empire. 

The history of the four Gentile Empires, whether Chaldean, Persian, Grecian, or 
Roman, is treated of in the Scripture, so far as that history is connected with Israel — 
God’s people, in Jerusalem. Indeed one of the great purposes for which those Empires 
were raised up, was, that God might, through them, fulfil His purposes towards His 
rebellious people. Accordingly, from the time of Augustus to Trajan and Adrian, He 
greatly strengthened the Roman Empire, and used it against Israel. But after Adrian had 
given that tremendous blow which he was allowed to inflict upon Jerusalem, the Roman 
Empire soon began to wane and crumble. But it was not to crumble so as to perish, but 
only so as for the Romanum Imperium to become a divided Imperium, to be distributed 
finally among ten kingdoms. 

Nothing can be more plain, if we read the seventh of Daniel, than that the Scripture 
regards the fourth Empire as existent until ‘the Ancient of Days sits,’ and the authority 
of the Gentiles terminates. 

The following remarks of Dr Tregelles on this subject are interesting and important. 

Speaking of the kings of the barbarian tribes that had broken in upon the Roman 
Empire, Dr Tregelles observes: 

‘In some cases the kings, whose power had arisen within the Roman earth, sought and 
obtained imperial recognition from Constantinople. This was the case in England, 
where, during the days of the Heptarchy one sovereign bore supreme rule, being 
acknowledged as an associate in the empire by the reigning emperor in the East. Hence, 
we find on Saxon coins the title borne by the Greek emperors, and the she-wolf with 
Romulus and Remus. Thus did the invading rulers, who had established themselves in 
this country, identify themselves with the authority, the institutions, and with the 
historical associations of Ancient Rome. 

‘Although from the year 476 there ceased to be an emporer reigning in the West, the 
authority of the imperial name was not finally extinct in its original centre of dominion. 
Odoacer, the king of the Heruli (a tribe issuing from the shores of the Baltic), who in 
476 had deposed Romulus Augustulus, was invested, at the request of the Roman 
Senate, with the title of Patrician, by Zeno, the Eastern emperor; and under this 
designation he exercised sovereign power; Theodoric, the king of the Ostrogoths, by 
whom Odoacer was displaced and slain (in 493), had been educated at Constantinople; 
and it was as a province of the empire, and under the (disregarded) condition of tribute, 
that he received the grant of Italy from Zeno. In the middle of the following century, 
the victories of Belisarius and Narses united to the empire of Justinian the Carthaginian 
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provinces, Italy, and the islands of Sicily, Sardinia, and Corsica. That part of Italy 
which continued to belong to the empire after the Lombard invasion, was ruled by a 
governor bearing the title of Exarch, whose abode was at Ravenna. Thus was the direct 
authority of the emperors maintained over Rome, and other portions of the West, till the 
year 731. 

‘Seventy years had not passed from that date, when Charlemagne, the monarch of the 
Franks and the German tribes, was (in the year 800) solemnly crowned emperor, at 
Rome, by the Pope. This has been regarded by some as though he thus became the 
remote successor of Augustulus: it was, however, rather as the associate of Irenè, then 
ruling the eastern empire, that the imperial dignity and name were conferred on the 
western conqueror. 

‘In his family the imperial title continued with diminished lustre; at Coblentz, in the 
church of St Castor, his descendants agreed to divide his territories; and after various 
vicissitudes, the title of Roman Emperor, together with the supremacy over Italy (real 
at that time), was appropriated, in the person of Otho, 962, to an elective German 
monarch. But though his rule was principally beyond the Alps, yet for ages it was 
considered that the imperial title was not rightly his, until he had been crowned in Rome 
as Emperor of the West. 

‘The latest traces of the power of the eastern emperors in the West are to be found in 
the Italian islands and the territory of Naples. Much of the latter was conquered from 
the Lombards, in 891, by the generals of the Emperor Leo; and even after the Noman 
kingdom of Naples had arisen, in the eleventh century, the claim of Constantinople was 
not withdrawn; nor was it till 1157, that William of Naples was acknowledged as king 
by the Greek emperor. 

‘Thus it was by gradual steps that changes took place in the Roman earth; and thus 
plain is it that the sovereignties of South-western Europe not only were, but were 
considered to be, perpetuations of Roman power. 

‘And this sometimes led to formal transactions resembling the ancient assumption of 
an associate in the empire. Thus, in November, 1337, the Emperor Lewis, the Bavarian, 
met Edward III of England at Coblentz; and there at the church of St Castor, where the 
empire had been divided five hundred years before, he constituted him Imperial Vicar 
of all territories and peoples on the left bank of the Rhine, with authority to coin money 
in those districts — an authority on which he acted at Antwerp. This imperial title was 
distinctly declared in an Act of Parliament in the time of his grandson Henry IV; and it 
explains part of the ceremonial observed in the three-fold coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth, first as Queen of England, second Queen of Ireland, third ‘Sovereign Lady 
and Empress of all Nations and Countries from the Islands Orcades to the Mountains 
Pyrenees.’ 

‘Thus, though the Ottoman arms destroyed the imperial name and power in the East in 
the fifteenth century, its different western branches have continued, whether as bearing 
imperial or royal names. It was common to consider France as successionally holding 
the empire of the West; while even to our days the head of the Germanic body was 
styled Roman emperor and successor of Augustus’ — See Tregelles on Daniel. 
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Watching — Waiting — Working 
By Anna R Gadsden 


Are we watching, waiting, working, for our coming Bridegroom — King? 
Are our lamps well-trimmed and burning; do our chastened spirits sing? 
Signs and portents all around us tell us that the hour is near, 

When, with all the hosts of heaven, He will in the clouds appear. 


‘Out of course’ are earth’s foundations, Satan guides e’en tool and pen, 
Raising strange new gods and fables to ensnare the souls of men. 
There are tumults ’mong the nations, blinded Israel seek their land; 
But in spite of lawless progress God has some who understand. 


Zechariah saw in vision earth’s commercial greatness spread, 
Hearken to the angel’s warning, “This is wickedness’ he said. 
Men are crying for a leader, God has said that one shall rise, 
And the ten apostate nations will exalt him to the skies. 


But his mark is writ in Scripture, written plain that saints may know, 
All shall perish who receive it, symbol of eternal woe. 

’Midst the awful tribulation, famine, pestilence, and sword, 

We shall wait with calm endurance to meet our descending Lord. 


Called Home 


Two of our loyal supporters were called home in 2023. Mr Peter Underdown of 
Polegate, Sussex, was taken to be with the Lord on 13th June, age 88. He has written 
to us for many years at two-monthly intervals not only supporting the Testimony 
practically by regular generous gifts but also commenting favourably on his 
appreciation of ‘Watching and Waiting.’ Then, Mr Gruffydd Thomas of Pontardulais, 
Swansea, (again, a generous and enthusiastic supporter), was taken on 17th November. 
He frequently telephoned expressing his great appreciation of SGAT literature. He often 
wrote letters to the press standing for the teaching of this Testimony. Both these 
brethren were a great encouragement in the witness for prophetic truth which is despised 


by so many in these days of apostasy and apathy. 
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The Ancient Scriptures for the Modern Jew: Mr David Baron, whose writings the 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony has consistently recommended over the years, 
wrote a book entitled, “The Ancient Scriptures and the Modern Jew.’ The expository 
part of this book has now been reprinted with a slight change of title and copies are 
obtainable from the Messianic Testimony, P.O. Box 7475, Hook, RG27 8SP. We have 
a small stock of the books available at £6 each and friends would be well advised to 
obtain a copy of this excellent work. Write for one (or some) of this valuable book to 
the Messianic Testimony or to the SGAT secretary. 


The Metals of Daniel 2: The metals of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the four kingdoms 
deteriorated downwards; the gold and silver were precious metals. Through Daniel’s 
fidelity and that of his three friends (and through Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation) the 
representatives of the Gold and the Silver are brought to honour God, but there is no 
corresponding record as to the Brass and Iron. The final monarch of the Iron will 
reverse their testimonies, ‘exalting himself above all that is called God.’ The final 
testimony recorded of Nebuchadnezzar, the ‘head of Gold’ is: ‘He is the Most High ... 
liveth for ever, whose dominion is everlasting ... Now I praise and extol and honour the 
King of heaven’ (Daniel 4:34-37). The final of Darius is that he wrote to all people, 
nations and languages, and made a decree, “That in every dominion of my kingdom men 
fear and tremble before the God of Daniel ... the Living God ... His Kingdom shall not 
be destroyed and His Dominion shall be for ever’ (Daniel 6:26). 

John Hunt Lynn 


S.G.A.T. Meetings: Arrangements have been made, God willing, for meetings of the 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony to continue through 2024, with the theme ‘Romans 
9-11.’ These are chapters which deal with the purposes of God for the nation of Israel 
and we trust that friends that will be interested in this relevant and important aspect of 
God’s Truth. We would like to see others come to our meetings, which we expect to 
hold on the fourth Friday of each month except August and December. The Spring 
Conference is in April and the Autumn Conference in September, when we have 
afternoon meetings at 4.pm. in addition to the usual evening meetings. All evening 
meetings are at 7.pm. Details of the meetings for this Quarter are given on the back 
page but so that you can insert the dates for the remainder of the meetings in your diary 
and arrange to be present, we give particulars which are as follows, subject to the will 
of the Lord: 


JULY ZO Israel’s Blindness Temporary and Only in Part (11:1-11). . . Jan Shaw 
September 27 (Aft).....Breaking Off: 

Grafting and Re-grafting (11:12-25)....... Daniel Henderson 

(Even)..All Israel Shall be Saved (11:26-29) ....... Daniel Henderson 

October 25......... Our Duty to Israel (19:14-17; 11:30-32) .......... David McMillan 


November 22.....The Wisdom and Knowledge of God (11:33-36). . . Richard Monteith 
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‘So all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.’ 
Romans 11:26. 


You are warmly invited to meetings arranged by the 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, to be held, God willing, at 
NEW LIFE BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

44 SALUSBURY ROAD, LONDON, NW6 6NN 
(near Queens Park Underground Station — Bakerloo Line) 


Theme for 2023 — ‘The Prophecy of Zechariah’ 
Spring Conference - April 26th, 4pm and 7pm 
Afternoon Subject: The Saved Remnant (9:18-29) 
Evening Subject: Christ — Israel’s Stumbling-stone (9:20-10:4) 
Speaker: Brian McClung 


May 24th, 7pm 
Subject: The Righteousness of Faith (10:5-13) 
Speaker: John Douglas 


June 28th, 7pm 
(Please note the date as it was incorrectly given in our previous issue) 
Subject: A Disobedient and Gainsaying People (10:18-21) 
Speaker: David Park 


It is hoped that each message will be recorded and friends should be able to 
listen to and download messages from our website. Full lists of S.G.A.T. 
recordings and of publications can be found on our website 
(WWW.SGAT.ORG) or may be obtained from the S.G.A.T. secretary. 


Representative in Australia: Mr Graeme McPhee, 8 Lawrence Street, Goolwa North, 
South Australia, 5214. (E-mail:graeme.mcphee@ gmail.com). (Tel: 08 8121 2775. 
Mobile: 0421 028 040). 


Representative in Canada: Mr Andrew Foster, 549 Johnson Crescent, Oliver, British 
Columbia, VOH 1T5 (E-mail: atcfoster@ gmail.com). 


Representative in New Zealand: Miss E R Wilson, 27 Walshs Road, Ashburton, 7700. 


To our subscribers and friends: Please send subscriptions, gifts to Sustentation Fund, 
for Bible circulation and orders for publications to the S.G.A.T. secretary, Mr Stephen 
A Toms, 1 Donald Way, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9JB. Cheques, etc. should be made 
payable to ‘Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.’ In order to save postage, receipts will 
be sent with the next issue of the magazine. 


To those not residing in the United Kingdom: Our bank informs us that electronic 
transfer is a safer, faster and less costly way of making payments, so that if any friend 
residing outside the United Kingdom wishes to send money, we will gladly, on request, 
send the IBAN which is needed for such transaction. Supporters in Australia, Canada 
or New Zealand may send to their respective representatives. Payments can be made 
over the S.G.A.T. web-site. 


S.G.A.T. Council: Peter Fleming, Martin Humphrey, Brian McClung, David 
McMillan, Richard Monteith, Andrew P Toms, Paul Toms, Stephen A Toms. 


